So what of 2008?       

Well, it’s worth remembering that this has been the Stoke women’s first season in adult cricket and so some lessons have been learnt. Older heads tend to be more conservative than younger ones and learning that a dot-ball is not a bad thing has, perhaps, been the biggest hurdle for the girls to overcome. However, even though the season is not yet over, there is so much for the team to crow about.  
As you read this report the women’s team, and the squad as a whole, still have two days to wait until they play the match that will decide the winners of their League division. That will be the culmination of their competitive cricket and so, as you enjoy yourself this evening, please take the time to plan on being here at Stoke on Sunday afternoon to support the women as they host Hastings! 
So, what of the season so far?
Well the squad as a whole has been complemented for the quality of cricket it has played as well as for the results it has recorded. They have produced highly professional performances against all opposition – some matches have been extremely difficult but they have always followed the process well. As for the details…
The team won their Zone in the Surrey Trust League – twice beating a strong Shepperton team and a less strong Guildford team. Playing in their classy gold and blue Stoke-kit the 20:20 format of the competition suited our young players perfectly. Performing in the final was to be their absolute right, but…somehow the STL organisers completely failed to recognise that women’s league cricket is played on a Sunday and so arranged the final when the competitors could not make it!  
So, the inaugural STL finals-day became the farce it was, as Stoke and another side were unavailable to play. Call me bitter but I believe that, with sensible scheduling, the STL trophy would now be safely in our clubhouse!

There are three other areas to talk of and the first is statistics:

The team, which by that means the squad as a whole, has played 17 matches and have won 14 outright. Their record this season is remarkable and some of the results are unique. They have posted the largest innings-total of any side in the league – 305 for 3 from 35 overs; they have posted over 200 four times and over 250 three times.  

The squad boasts absolute ability. It contains the Stoke-player with the highest batting performance of the season – 116 not out; they have 3 batters in the top-15 of the Club by runs-scored and two in the top-5 by runs-average; 3 of the girls are in the Club’s top-15 wicket takers and 4 girls are in the top-10 by average of those having taken at least 5 wickets. So, not to be dismissed as “just” women cricketers.
Secondly, more about the squad itself. Each player in the squad has had a role to play this year.  As an example 3 players have kept wicket during the season. One of them is Surrey’s U15 keeper and the person I bet will keep for the full-county next year! In fact the squad boasts 13 Surrey county age-group players including one player who has played for the full Surrey team. So, it is a very strong squad with ability in depth. County player or not, a Stoke player typically, is good and each of them has contributed to the results. Looking forward, the numbers and quality of the squad suggest that one team, and one set of fixtures, will not suffice for long!
Finally, onto the award-winners themselves. It is always difficult to single out individual performers from a team season but, in this case the candidate’s records speak for themselves.  
The women’s batter of the season is the player who has played in every match of the season; has captained the County U15s along the way; has passed 50 four times; has amassed 605 runs; stands 5th in the Club’s averages and boasts a batting average of 46.54.  Sophie Pout is the deserved winner of this year’s award.
	
	Name
	Games
	Inns
	Not Outs
	Runs
	High Score
	Avg
	50's
	100's
	Ducks
	Run Rate
	 

	1 
	Jack Raimondo 
	35 
	33 
	3 
	1070 
	114*
	35.67 
	6 
	2 
	2 
	77.26 
	more»

	2 
	Tim Handel 
	29 
	28 
	1 
	845 
	101
	31.3 
	5 
	1 
	2 
	115.84 
	more»

	3 
	Hiken Shah 
	18 
	17 
	4 
	776 
	95
	59.69 
	6 
	0 
	0 
	96.5 
	more»

	4 
	Will Patrick 
	27 
	24 
	4 
	687 
	80
	34.35 
	5 
	0 
	1 
	58.34 
	more»

	5 
	Sophie Pout 
	17 
	17 
	4 
	605 
	88
	46.54 
	5 
	0 
	1 
	107.92 
	more»


The women’s bowler of the season is someone who is a true all-rounder, (she has scored over 300 runs at an average of 31.5.) She is though the real “go-to” bowler for the team and stands amongst all Stoke players who have taken 20 or more wickets this season.  In fact she stands 2nd according to the averages 
	 
	Name
	Overs
	Maidens
	Runs
	Wkts
	Best Bowling
	5WH
	Econ
	S-R
	Ave
	 

	1
	Gary Harkett 
	224.5
	45
	623
	51
	7/20
	3
	2.77
	26.46
	12.22
	more»

	2
	Rosie McEwing 
	102.4
	21
	309
	25
	4/13
	0
	3.01
	24.65
	12.36
	more»


This year’s award deservedly goes to Rosie McEwing.

Finally the third award and, no, its not, (just), for fielding. This award I have called the “Impact Player of the Year” as this person has, and really does, make a major-impact when she plays.  This award is for Natalie Sciver who has scored the only ton of the season, which included the staggering 27 fours; has scored 335 runs at an average of nearly 48; and delivers the ball quicker than is comfortable for most of her opponents.
	Name
	Games
	Inns
	Not Outs
	Runs
	High Score
	Avg
	50's
	100's
	Ducks
	Run Rate
	 

	Natalie Sciver 
	11 
	10 
	3 
	335 
	116*
	47.86 
	1 
	1 
	1 
	143.11 
	more»


	Name
	Overs
	Maidens
	Runs
	Wkts
	Best Bowling
	5WH
	Econ
	S-R
	Ave
	 

	Natalie Sciver 
	79.1
	14
	227
	16
	4/21
	0
	2.87
	29.7
	14.19
	more»


So, that is the end of my report.  

The season is not yet over and, in fact, the best is yet to come. However, it really has been very good so far.  

Roll on Sunday!
